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      Fiji Women's Rights Movement@FWRM1·

It's been confusing to live through the uncertainties of the COVID-19 pandemic. COVID infections rise due to new variants. 

Read more here:

https://www.facebook.com/FWRM1/posts/pfbid0Q7LA4UZRyNc35aM9VCF3UVNd44QYo7c1Y7QoHu14H7QpQnMAUEa7fCDo1V2VXP6Xl

#𝐂𝐎𝐕𝐈𝐃 #𝐦𝐚𝐬𝐤 #𝐯𝐚𝐜𝐜𝐢𝐧𝐞 #𝐅𝐞𝐦𝟒𝐏𝐞𝐨𝐩𝐥𝐞𝐬𝐕𝐚𝐜𝐜𝐢𝐧𝐞

@DAWNfeminist 



DAWN@DAWNfeminist·

But this can be fought back if we learn the lesson #COVID is trying to teach us. 



Unless we are equally safe, a pandemic will linger & disrupt our lives and health. 



Follow the #Fem4PeoplesVaccine for updates on the global debate about equal access to health. 



Fiji Women's Rights Movement@FWRM1·

#Fem4PeoplesVaccine 



DAWN@DAWNfeminist·

5️⃣ The pandemic made clear how failed the global financial architecture is. 



Developing countries spent 4 TIMES MORE on debt servicing than on health. 



#Fem4PeoplesVaccine



DAWN@DAWNfeminist·

"COVID-19 caused extreme & inequitable economic hardships, pressure on health systems & burden on the most vulnerable."



🗣️Gita Sen set 4 key 🔑 elements for a course correction in pandemic preparedness at the #OHCHR experts’ workshop.



Follow the 🧵1/6



#Fem4PeoplesVaccine 
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                  ln this #Fem4PeoplesVaccine podcast episode, we take a deep dive into the intricate relationship between inequality and intersectionality with the COVID-19 pandemic as our setting. We explore

the pandemic’s profound impact on access to health and medicines. Factors such as race, class, and gender intersect and profoundly shape a person’s ability to navigate and recover from

a pandemic.

To shed light on these crucial issues, we are joined by Cristiane Pereira, a researcher from Sao Paulo, Brazil, who has focused on the pandemic’s effects on women and international cooperation’s im pact on the Brazilian health system. Cristiane is in conversation with Professor Sara Davis from Griffith University, Australia, who serves as the deputy director of the lndo-Pacific Centre for Excellence for the Elimination of Violence Against Women.

#pandemicresponse #access2medicines

                

              

            

            
              With Cristiane Pereira and Sara Davis.
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The International Health Regulations is the United Nation’s legal framework that guides countries on how to deal with public health emergencies of international concern. With COVID-19, the amendment process of the IHR became an urgent matter for Global South countries. In parallel, a proposal for a Pandemic Instrument also came into the picture.

In this episode, Indian feminist Vanita Mukherjee (DAWN) interviews Indian lawyer Nithin Ramakrishnan (TWN) on the origins of IHR, the proposals for its amendment, how it affects people and the politics at play.
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                  The UN Special Rapporteur is appointed to watch, monitor, visit countries and investigate specific rights and the ways in which they are protected and promoted. They identify and analyse trends and come up with recommendations. 

On this #Fem4PeoplesVaccine podcast episode, Chee Yoke Ling (Third World Network) interviews two UN Special Rapporteurs on the Right to Health. They have both been in a ‘unique’ situation where the world was caught in the midst of a pandemic. Tlaleng Mofokeng took on the role in May 2020 when COVID-19 exploded across the world and Anand Grover’s mandate endured the thick of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, between 2008 and 2014. 

These historic moments have many parallels, particularly when we consider how intellectual property was the focus of attention by both civil society and States. They challenged Big Pharma’s monopoly in the struggle for universal access to antiretrovirals during the HIV/AIDS pandemic and currently are doing the same for COVID-19 vaccines, diagnostics and therapeutics.

                

              

            

            
              Anand Grover is a renowned Indian human rights lawyer. He is the founder of the Lawyer’s Collective and is a member of the Global Commission on Drug Policy. He was the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health from 2008 to 2014.

Tlaleng Mofokeng is a South African physician and activist. Her work focuses on gender equality and universal health access, participating in spaces for the defence of the right to abortion. She is the current Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health.
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                  The recent declarations of success against the COVID-19 virus are well known to HIV/AIDS activists. Behind these false allegations, there are many political interests. Governments evoke the “urgency of normal”, but even if this can be reasoned via economic arguments, it neglects the most vulnerable populations who still develop severe cases of the disease, including many cases leading to deaths to this day (almost 2.000 confirmed deaths per day). It also leaves out entire nations where vaccination rates are insufficient—only 25% of people in low-income countries received one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. Furthermore, it neglects the imminent rise of new and more infectious variants. 

If early in the COVID-19 pandemic one of the political conflicts was between denialists on one side and public health experts, activists and progressive governments on the other, now experts and activists are alone on this side of the fight. 

The HIV/AIDS pandemic has a lot to teach us about how we think of health and rights but also about geopolitics more broadly. It’s a historic moment in global public health, and if we look at it carefully, we can find clues to how global health dynamics came to be what it is today. It can help us shed light on the failures to deal with COVID-19 in a just and equitable way and perhaps point towards new directions for resolving this lingering pandemic and being better prepared for the next one.

Join Dr Richard Parker, a veteran HIV/AIDS activist, dissect the “end of the pandemic” discourse. 

                

              

            

            
              Richard Parker is both an academic and an activist. He is President of the Brazilian AIDS Interdisciplinary Association (ABIA) and Professor Emeritus of Sociomedical Sciences and Anthropology as well as a member of the Committee on Global Thought at Columbia University.

            

             
              Read more            


             
              Show less            

          
                  
            
              
                Episode #12

                



                	
                    Share

                    
                      
							          Facebook
						          
						          
							          Twitter
						          
                    

                    

                    
                      
                        Copy url
                        [image: Copy link]
                      
                    

                  
	
                    
                      Audio Transcript

                    
                  


                 
                  Although the right to the highest standard of health is a universal one, the COVID-19 epidemic did not and does not reflect this. The severity of covid-19 is validated in a recent article published in BMJ. COVID-19 didn’t cause the world’s imbalances, but it didn’t help, either. Neither did the activity (or lack thereof) of individual countries.

But there is a way to make States accountable. Constanza Pauchulo (IWRAW AP), Camila Maia (CELS) & Meena Jagannath (Movement Law Lab) tell the stories of how they activated the international human rights system against the failure of States and also pharma companies to prevent and eliminate gender and racial discrimination in the pandemic. 

                

              

            

            
              Constanza Pauchulo coordinates IWRAW Asia Pacific’s programme on feminist approaches to economics and developments, and supports its programme on countering human rights regression and UN capture.

Camila Maia has been a member of CELS (Center of Legal and Social Studies), based in Argentina, since 2010 where she currently coordinates the international department.

Meena Jagannath is a movement lawyer, is the Director of Global Programs at Movement Law Lab where she develops the Global Network of Movement Lawyers.
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                  After 2 long years since the waiver in intellectual property was tabled, what has the WTO delivered on equitable access to Covid-19 health technology? More specifically, how can we make sense of what happened at the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference and what does that mean for countries’ ability to respond to the pandemic? 

Tune in to the newest episode of the #Fem4PeoplesVaccine podcast. Join Ranja Sengupta (TWN) in an interview with Chee Yoke Ling, Director at the Third World Network (TWN), who was actively engaged in the high-level advocacy process for the waiver. Yoke Ling shares her assessment of the WTO’s 12th Ministerial Conference process and outcomes, what we can celebrate, and what challenges lie ahead as the pandemic unfolds.  

                

              

            

            
              Ranja Sengupta is a senior researcher and coordinator of the TWN Trade Programme and also heads its India office. Ms. Sengupta has worked extensively on trade & investment policies, including through the WTO and bilateral/regional trade agreements, both at global levels and on national level in India, with focus on agriculture and food security, livelihoods, access to resources and critical services and impact on specific constituencies/sections such as women, farmers, workers. She has also focused on the linkage between trade issues and sustainable development, including on the 2030 agenda and financing for development. Ms. Sengupta holds an M. Phil Degree in Economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and has engaged with various developing country governments, the UN, and civil society organizations in terms of generating and providing policy-relevant analysis and recommendations on these issues.

 

Chee Yoke Ling is the Executive Director of Third World Network (TWN). Ms Chee is trained in international law, with degrees from the University of Malaya (Malaysia) and Cambridge University (UK). She has been involved in sustainable development work since the 1980s and is a teacher of public interest law at the Faculty of Law, the University of Malaya. She was part of the Malaysian Government delegation to the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro and provided technical support to the Chair of the Group of 77 in the negotiation of the Rio Declaration. She has participated as an accredited observer in the Commission on Sustainable Development, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Convention on Biological Diversity. Ms Chee has also worked closely with key officials from several developing countries on the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing related to genetic resources and traditional knowledge. She is also a visiting scholar at the Minzu University in Beijing and a Board member of the Dag Hammarskjöld.
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                  Join Indian immunologist Dr Satyajit Rath in a conversation with Brazilian public health expert Ariane Abreu on the Covid-19 trajectory and its parallels with other pandemics.

Navigating through the clutter of information on whether omicron is the end of the pandemic, Dr Rath and Ariane discuss the limitations and blindspots of such widely disseminated discourses when considering such stark differences in the availability of health data and resources across and within countries. They try to interpret the Covid-19 virus trends in light of past experiences, how governments have responded to it and who are those most affected by it. 

                

              

            

            
              Dr Satyajit Rath is an eminent immunologist, physician and pathologist. After acting as a professor and scientist from the National Institute of Immunology in India for two and a half decades and as a research fellow and associate in different universities across the world, he is now an honorary faculty member at the Indian Institute of Science, Education and Research in Pune. 

Ariane Abreu is currently a real-world evidence principal at IQVIA. She has a bachelor’s degree in public health and master’s in evaluation of health technologies. She is specialised in pharmacoepidemiology and pharmacoeconomic for observational and clinical studies. Previously she worked as a researcher at the Epidemiology and Clinical Research Department of the International Vaccine Institute (IVI) focusing on global health, advocacy and neglected tropical diseases.
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                  Join Dr Hyo Yoon Kang (Kent University Law School) and Shree Baphna (FPV) in a discussion that sheds light on the structural perspective of the TRIPS waiver, the TRIPS agreement, intellectual property, and the knowledge economy more broadly.

Fortuitously, this episode is launched as the WTO members meet to discuss the TRIPS waiver in the lead-up to the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference on June 12th, 2022.

                

              

            

            
              Dr Hyo Yoon Kang is a Reader in Law at the Kent University Law School. She earned her PhD in Law at the European University Institute. She serves on the Governing Board of the International Society for the History and Theory of Intellectual Property (ISHTIP) and on the Editorial Advisory Board of Economy and Society. During her time outside academia, she has been trained in classical music and in financial modeling.

Shree Baphna is a budding feminist researcher with a bachelor’s degree in Sociology and Photography from the University of Virginia. She has two years of research experience in access to medicines and gender equity in healthcare and is a recipient of the Fulbright Student Program Award. She will soon begin her Masters in Public Health at Columbia University. In her free time, Shree is an avid artist and loves to paint, draw, and spend time in dark rooms developing film photography.
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                  The WTO Ministerial Conference—one of the most important events in the organization’s calendar, when State representatives gather—is approaching. On the week of June 13th, the TRIPS Waiver will be on the agenda of the day and pressure for a consensus will be high. 

Since its tabling, the EU and the US have pulled out all the tricks in their hats in an attempt to block the measure designed to fight vaccine inequality. Listen to the discussion between Clara Alves (MSF Brazil) and Sangeeta Shashikant (TWN), who has been at the forefront of the advocacy work at the WTO. Sangeeta shares her precious perceptions about the measure, multilateralism issues, pandemic preparedness and activism.

 

                

              

            

            
              Clara Alves is humanitarian affairs and advocacy specialist specialist at Doctors without Borders (MSF) in Brazil. She is an access to medicines activist, has a degree in International Relations, and a Master’s in Public Health from the Rio de Janeiro State University (IMS/UERJ).

Sangeeta Shashikant is a legal and policy advisor and coordinator of the development and intellectual property programme at TWN – Third World Network. She obtained her Masters in Law from the University College London and her Bachelors in Law, from the University of Malaya.

            

             
              Read more            


             
              Show less            

          
                  
            
              
                Episode #7

                



                	
                    Share

                    
                      
							          Facebook
						          
						          
							          Twitter
						          
                    

                    

                    
                      
                        Copy url
                        [image: Copy link]
                      
                    

                  
	
                    
                      Audio Transcript

                    
                  


                 
                  
All eyes on Brazil? While at the global level we’ve been discussing the TRIPS waiver tabled at the WTO, Brazil has approved a bill that could set a precedent for other global South countries to use compulsory licenses in an easier and more comprehensive way. But Brazilian President Bolsonaro vetoed it. Rajnia de Vito (FPV) interviews Felipe Carvalho (GTPI/ABIA) on this topic and the possible developments not only for Brazil but for the world in terms of technology transfer and South-South cooperation.





                

              

            

            
              
Felipe Carvalho is the coordinator of the Working Group on Intellectual Property (GTPI), based at the Brazilian Interdisciplinary AIDS Association (ABIA). He is a journalist with a Master’s degree in International Political Economy from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro and has worked for years in the area of the right to health and access to medicines. 






Rajnia de Vito is an associate of the Feminists for a People’s Vaccine campaign. She is a feminist activist, has a degree in International Relations, a Master’s in Sociology from the Federal Fluminense University and is a specialist in gender and sexuality. 
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                  How can we put a Southern feminist perspective to good use and tackle the issues brought to light by the Covid-19 pandemic? In this Feminists for a People’s Vaccine Podcast episode, the young Indian feminist researcher Shree Baphna (DAWN) and Rwandan feminist activist Chantal Umuhoza (Spectra) discuss the need to decolonise international economic and political relations, especially in relation to African geopolitics. They talk about gender-based violence through a macro-political lens, connecting the phenomenon to uneven power structures between the Global South and North, and much more. Listen, learn and join the conversation!

                

              

            

            
              Shree Baphna is a budding feminist researcher with a bachelor’s degree in Sociology and Photography from the University of Virginia. She has two years of research experience in access to medicines and gender equity in healthcare and is a recipient of the Fulbright Student Program Award. She plans to pursue a Master’s in Public Health and eventually a PhD in the same area. In her free time, Shree is an avid artist and loves to paint, draw, and spend time in dark rooms developing film photography.

Chantal Umuhoza is a Rwandan Feminist activist who founded SPECTRA, a space for feminist transformative change based in the same country. She holds a Masters of Arts in Human Rights, Gender and Conflict Studies from the International Institute of Social Studies/Erasmus University and a Bachelor’s degree in Economics. She has over 15 years of experience working with different civil society organisations on gender issues and over 10 years of experience doing Global and regional advocacy at the United Nations and African Union.
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                  South African feminist researcher and activist Marlise Richter (Health Justice Initiative) and Indian legal adviser and senior researcher K.M. Gopakumar (Third World Network) discuss how the global order alone is not able to promote equity in access to medicine due to its uneven structure. They analyze how current measures proposed by developed countries to donate Covid-19 vaccine doses or give voluntary technology licensing are stalling strategies to prevent bolder actions regarding tech transfer.

Listen from the people who are on the frontlines of the struggle to end this pandemic once and for all, join us and take action!

                

              

            

            
              Marlise Richter has worked as a researcher and activist in health and human rights focused organizations for many years and in a number of different South African NGOs, such as Project Literacy, the AIDS Law Project, the Treatment Action Campaign and the Reproductive Health and HIV Research Unit and more recently served as the Head of Policy Development & Advocacy at Sonke Gender Justice. She currently serves as Senior Researcher at the Health Justice Initiative working on issues of health equity.

K. M. Gopakumar is a Senior Researcher and Legal Advisor at Third World Network (TWN) and based in New Delhi, India. TWN is an independent, not-for-profit organization that carries out policy research and advocacy on issues around trade and development, with a focus on third world countries. His work in TWN focuses on the global IP regime and its implication son on development.
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                  How is human creativity a matter of human rights, and how is access to vaccines related to it? In this episode, Kumi Samuel (DAWN, Sri Lanka) and Farida Shaheed (Shirkat Gah, Pakistan) have an inspiring conversation about cultural rights during the Covid-19 pandemic and reflect on possible ways in which the Feminist Movement can engage to push for vaccine access and equity for all. Listen, learn and join the conversation!

                

              

            

            
              Farida Shaheed, a sociologist by training and activist by choice, is the Executive Director of Shirkat Gah – Women’s Resource Centre, Pakistan’s first feminist organization. Ms. Shaheed is a founding member of the Women’s Action Forum (WAF) which led the resistance to the Pakistani martial law regime in the 1980s. Recipient of several national and international human rights awards, she was the UN’s first Independent Expert and Special Rapporteur for cultural rights from 2009 to 2015. Her UN reports include three on intellectual property laws from a human rights perspective and one on gender-equal cultural rights.

Kumudini Therese Samuel is a feminist activist and researcher from Sri Lanka. She heads DAWN’s Political Restructuring and Social Transformation analysis team. Kumi is a co-founder of the Women and Media Collective (Colombo, 1984). She participated on the campaign to realize CEDAW General Recommendation 30 on women in Conflict Prevention and has engaged in the review process to CEDAW, ICCPR, ICESCR, and the Universal Periodic Review. She is a member of several high-level working groups, including the UN Women’s Civil Society Advisory Group for Bhutan, the Maldives, India, and Sri Lanka. Kumi has published extensively on these themes, and her most recent book is Political Economy of Conflict and Violence Against Women (DAWN, 2020). Her current research focus is on post-conflict transitions and constitution-making.
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                  We are all familiar with the right to health as a human right. But what about so-called Intellectual Property Rights? What does it have to do with Health as a human right? Malaysian expert lawyer Chee Yoke Ling explains how Intellectual Property systems operate under international law, how this leads to patent monopoly and why it undermines Access to Medicines to people all over the world. Listen, learn, and take action!

                

              

            

            
              Ms Chee Yoke Ling is the Director of Programmes at Third World Network (TWN) and works from its international secretariat in Malaysia. Ms Chee trained in international law, with degrees from the University of Malaya (Malaysia) and Cambridge University (UK). She has been involved in sustainable development work since the 1980s and is a teacher of public interest law at the Faculty of Law, the University of Malaya. She was part of the Malaysian Government delegation to the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro and provided technical support to the Chair of the Group of 77 in the negotiation of the Rio Declaration. She has participated as an accredited observer in the Commission on Sustainable Development, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Convention on Biological Diversity. Ms Chee has also worked closely with key officials from several developing countries on the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing related to genetic resources and traditional knowledge. She has published several articles on a wide range of issues and is currently a lead author in the chapter on Sustainable Development and Equity of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Working Group III on Mitigation. She is also a visiting scholar at the Minzu University in Beijing and a Board member of the Dag Hammarskjöld.

Ms Jagpal is a Senior Consultant on Access to Medicines at DNDi, The Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative, a non-profit drug research and development organization that creates new treatments for neglected diseases in the Global South. Ms Jagpal leads the DNDi communications strategy for South East Asia by anchoring messaging to the organization’s mission and strategic narrative while working with important global partners at HQ (Geneva) and in local markets to propel DNDi’s goals and help the most neglected patients. Ms Jagpal has excelled in giving visibility through authentic communications to DNDi and has contributed greatly to local policy and public affairs efforts. Ms Jagpal holds degrees from London Metropolitan University and University of the Arts London. She has an extensive international career, having worked as the Executive Director of the British Malaysian Chamber of Commerce (BMCC), as Country Director of Conferences for the Mumbai-based Expomedia Group Plc, and as a Strategic Corporate Relations Consultant for the Finance Accreditation Agency (FAA) in Kuala Lumpur.
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                  Feminist activist Vanita Mukherjee (DAWN) talks to Indian disability and gender rights activist Nidhi Goyal (Rising Flame) about the experiences of women with disabilities during the pandemic. Nidhi, who’s also a stand-up comedian, and has recently been appointed to the UN Women Executive Director’s advisory group, reflects on access to vaccines for people with disabilities as well as other themes often left on the sidelines of the broader Right to Health debate. Have we unpacked the whole idea of what access looks like for people in all their diversity? Listen, learn and take action!

                

              

            

            
              Nidhi Goyal is a disabled feminist activist from India working on disability rights and gender justice. She is the founder and Executive director of the National Award winning Indian non-profit organisation ‘Rising Flame’ which works for women and youth with disabilities. For over a decade, Nidhi has been committed to changing the lives of persons with disabilities and has worked with a range of National and global women’s rights, disability rights, and human rights organizations. Nidhi’s work spans research, writing, training, campaigns, advocacy, and art. She was appointed to the UN Women Executive Director’s Civil Society Advisory Group, is a part of the multi-stakeholder steering committee of the Generation equality Forum, sits on the advisory board of VOICE, and is the President of the Board of Association for Women’s Rights in Development (AWID). The National Human Rights Commission invited Nidhi to be a part of a core group working on the elderly persons and people with disabilities. Nidhi is also India’s first female disabled stand-up comedian, and uses humour to challenge prevailing notions about disability and gender.

Vanita Nayak Mukherjee is a feminist activist and researcher. She co-leads DAWN’s Feminists for a People’s Vaccine (FPV) Campaign and the Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) thematic analysis team. Vanita has been a part of the feminist and social movements in Kerala, India since the early 1980s, and worked with feminist groups and networks in various capacities contributing to advocacy, capacity building and action-research. She was DAWN’s Regional Coordinator for South Asia, and is currently a member of DAWN’s Executive Committee. She holds a Master’s degree in Gender Studies from the Institute of Social Studies, Erasmus University, Holland and a Bachelor’s degree in Biology.

Vanita was a Program Officer and later, a Senior Advisor on Gender at the Ford Foundation’s India, Nepal and Sri Lanka office directing the Civil Society and Social Justice and the Gender, Racial and Ethnic Justice portfolios.
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                  Indian feminist economist, Gita Sen and Brazilian feminist author Sonia Corrêa discuss the obstacles to access to medicines in general, and in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic. Gita shares an evaluation of where we are today in this journey, and what can be learnt from previous experiences, such as the HIV/AIDS pandemic in the 1990s. What does the Intellectual Property/Patents system have to do with it? Listen, learn and take action!

                

              

            

            
              Gita Sen is a Southern feminist activist and academic working on gender equality and women’s human rights. She holds a PhD in Economics from Stanford University and is an adjunct professor of global health and population at the Harvard School of Public Health. She is Director and Distinguished Professor of the Ramalingaswami Centre at the Public Health Foundation of India. Her work has ranged widely, spanning poverty, population policies, human development, labour markets, and women’s health and it has helped to advance the global paradigm shift towards sexual and reproductive health and rights. Her books include: “Development, Crises and Alternative Visions: Third World Women’s Perspectives” and “Remaking Social Contracts: Feminists in a Fierce New World”. She is a founding member and current General Co-coordinator of DAWN.

Sonia Corrêa is a Brazilian feminist activist working on gender equality, health & sexuality. She is the founder of one of Brazil’s first feminist NGOs (SOS Corpo, 1981). Sonia is a research associate at the Brazilian Interdisciplinary Association for AIDS (ABIA) and co-chairs Sexuality Policy Watch (SPW). She is a prolific author with dozens of publications in several languages, such as “Population and Reproductive Rights: Feminist Perspectives from the South” and “Weighing Up Cairo: Evidence from Women in the South”. Sonia has lectured at various academic institutions, more recently at the Department of Gender Studies at LSE. Sonia was DAWN’s SRHR Research Coordinator and is a DAWN Board member. She is currently working on anti-gender politics globally.
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              17 Feb 2022
              “The time for excuses is over” – 200 CSOs Joint-Letter ahead of the WTO General Council meeting

              
                Ahead of the WTO General Council on Feb 23, 2022, two hundred CSOs from across the world demanded WTO's Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala and Deputy Director Anabel González a bold stance and meaningful outcomes during negotiations in regards to the TRIPS Waiver.  

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              09 Dec 2021
              Scotland’s First Minister Nicola Sturgeon announces support for the TRIPS Waiver and urges UK’s PM Boris Johnson to do the same

              
                First Minister Nicola Sturgeon has written to Prime Minister Boris Johnson urging the UK Government to address international vaccine inequity. The letter asks the UK Government to join over 100 countries in supporting a temporary waiver of obligations to protect Intellectual Property for COVID-19 vaccines.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              08 Nov 2021
              International Commission of Jurists: WTO Member States who block the TRIPS waiver are breaching their legal obligations

              
                85 jurists from around the world argue that States who oppose waiving intellectual property rights on Covid-19 vaccines and therapeutics are infringing their legal obligations stated in different international treaties and urge, on the occasion of the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference, that Member States cooperate to ensure the full realization of comprehensive access to health. 

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              27 Oct 2021
              TWN: Merck’s COVID-19 pill voluntary licence agreement only strenghtens the company’s market control

              
                Merck and the Medicines Patent Pool (MPP) announced a voluntary licensing agreement to supply its COVID-19 pill, molnupiravir (MOL), to poor and selected middle-income countries. However, a close examination of the MSD-MPP deal reveals the use of voluntary licensing for rent-seeking purposes, according to the Third World Network.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              14 Oct 2021
              UN independent experts call pharma companies, States, EU and WTO for urgent action on COVID-19 vaccines

              
                Six UN independent experts sent a total of 44 letters to G7 and G20 States, the European Union, and the World Trade Organization, as well as pharmaceutical companies for urgent collective action to comply with human rights and achieve equal and universal access to COVID-19 vaccines.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              08 Oct 2021
              The Bureau of Investigative Journalism: How Covax failed on its promise to vaccinate the world.

              
                Conceived at the start of the pandemic, Covax pursued lofty goals, promising fair access to Covid-19 vaccines for every country worldwide, and to give them free to the poorest. For richer nations, Covax said it would act as an insurance policy. For poorer ones, a lifeline.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              30 Sep 2021
              Co-sponsors of the TRIPS Agreement waiver explain in details the provision to WTO members

              
                Communication tabled at the WTO to explain the basis of the waiver summarizes the interventions made by the TRIPS waiver's co-sponsor countries - the African Group, Bolivia, Egypt, Eswatini, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, Low Income Countries group, Malaysia, Maldives, Mozambique, Mongolia, Namibia, Pakistan, South Africa, Vanuatu, Venezuela & Zimbabwe.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              27 Jul 2021
              Moderna, Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson Must Share Vaccine Recipes

              
                U.S. Global COVID-19 Response Coordinator Gayle Smith today urged Moderna, Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson to share technology with manufacturers in developing countries as part of an effort to boost global vaccine production in the near term through regional manufacturing hubs.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              14 Jul 2021
              Over 100 International IP Academics Sign a Letter in Support of the TRIPS Waiver

              
                Letter calls on governments of the UK, Australia, Brazil, Japan, Norway, Switzerland and the European Union to drop their opposition to the TRIPS Waiver proposal at the WTO and to support the waiver. Co-authored by Dr Hyo Yoon Kang (Kent Law School), Dr Siva Thambisetty (LSE), Dr Aisling Macmahon (Maynooth), Dr Luke McDonagh (LSE) and Prof Graham Dutfield (Leeds).

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              29 Jun 2021
              Civil society organizations call on the EU to engage in text-based negotiations of the TRIPS Waiver proposal.

              
                Civil Society organizations call on the European Commission to reconsider its communications to the TRIPS Council and the European Union not to disrupt discussions on the TRIPS Waiver proposal, acknowledge the European Parliament’s opinion and constructively engage in text-base negotiations of the TRIPS Waiver proposal.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              04 Jun 2021
              EU Commission response to TRIPS Waiver proposal

              
                European Commission Press Release on its proposal for a multilateral trade action plan to expand the production of Covid-19 vaccines and treatments, and ensure universal and fair access. The EC proposes a set of commitments to be taken by WTO Members, including on Intellectual Property Rights. 

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              27 May 2021
              Understanding the TRIPS Waiver proposal written by South Africa and India.

              
                MSF Access Campaign Briefing Document includes a very useful Q&A section on the proposal of a TRIPS Waiver and what is in the India and South Africa proposal to the WTO. 

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              25 May 2021
              WTO TRIPS Council revised decision text on the TRIPS Waiver

              
                The TRIPS Council of the WTO circulated the revised decision text on “Waiver from Certain Provisions of the TRIPS Agreement for the Prevention, Containment and Treatment of Covid-19” after the request of the delegations of the African Group, the LDC Group and 16 other member States.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              07 May 2021
              TRIPS Waiver is not helpful, says the German Max Planck Institute, siding with Big Pharma and the EC.

              
                The Max Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition released a 10-points Position Statement on Covid-19 and the Role of Intellectual Property in the development of pharmaceuticals, clearly siding with Big Pharma and the German government's position against the TRIPS Waiver.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              06 May 2021
              India welcomes US support to a TRIPS Waiver

              
                The Indian government welcomes the statement of the US government of 5th May announcing its support for the India and South Africa proposal to the WTO of a relaxation in the norms of the agreement on TRIPS, to ensure quick and affordable access to vaccines and medicines for developing countries.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              05 May 2021
              US backed vaccine patent waver on WTO

              
                Statement from US Ambassador Katherine Tai announcing the Biden-Harris Administration’s support for waiving intellectual property protections for Covid-19 vaccines.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              18 Apr 2021
              Joint Appeal by 388 Members of the EU Parliament and of National Parliaments Urging Member States to Support a TRIPS Waiver

              
                The Appeal calls EU leaders to urgently reconsider their position and support the TRIPS waiver proposal to protect peoples’ rights to life, health, and adequate standard of living.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              14 Apr 2021
              Ursula von der Leyen celebrates 100 million vaccine shots in Europe

              
                The president of the European Commission announced an agreement with Big Pharma that will bring the total doses delivered to 250 million doses in the second quarter of 2021. These doses will be distributed pro-rata to the population, among all the Member States of the European Union.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              14 Apr 2021
              Former Heads of State/Nobel Laureates Call on President Biden To Waive IP Rules for COVID Vaccines

              
                The former Heads of State and Government and Nobel Laureates declare grave concern by the very slow progress in scaling up global COVID-19 vaccine access and inoculation in low- and middle-income countries.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              13 Apr 2021
              60+ Groups Urge Biden to Launch Global Vaccine Manufacturing Program

              
                60+ US-based groups urge Biden’s administration to announce in the fiscal year 2022 budget an ambitious global vaccine manufacturing program to end the pandemic and build vaccine infrastructure for the future.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              01 Mar 2021
              People’s Vaccine Kenya open letter to WTO Chief,  Dr. Okonjo-Iweala

              
                The grassroots based People’s Vaccine Campaign in Kenya calls on WTO Director-General Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala to consider supporting the TRIPS Waiver, to stand up against vaccine nationalism and to get behind the provision of a free vaccine to all populations.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              01 Mar 2021
              The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) – representing 200 million members of 332 affiliates in 163 countries and territories

              
                A massive scaling up of global vaccine production, and equitable distribution of vaccines, tests and treatments, are essential to combatting the COVID-19 pandemic.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              26 Feb 2021
              Civil Society call on President Biden to support Covid-19 vaccine’s patent waiver

              
                US-based civil society organizations urge Biden-Harris’ administration to lift the U.S. blockage of the “Waiver from Certain Provisions of the TRIPS Agreement for the Prevention, Containment and Treatment of COVID-19” supported by more than 100 nations at the World Trade Organization (WTO).

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              16 Feb 2021
              Southern CSO Letter to Developed Countries

              
                More than 200 non-governmental organizations and trade unions from the Global South sent letters to leaders of developed countries: Australia, Canada, Denmark, the European Union, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, the United Kingdom, the United States, calling on them to unconditionally support the proposed waiver for the prevention, treatment and containment of COVID-19 and to immediately stop obstructing its adoption.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              09 Feb 2021
              The People’s Vaccine Alliance statement at UNICEF Board Meeting

              
                Imagine what we can achieve together, if we choose to fight the global pandemic with our collective power. We can mobilize new production capabilities and share vaccine technology with qualified manufacturers around the world. We can overcome scarcity and rationing and ensure access for all.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              19 Nov 2020
              Civil Society letter to European Parliament calls for action

              
                European civil society organizations urge European Parliament MPs to pressure the European Commission (the EU's executive body) to support the adoption of the India-South Africa proposal for the TRIPS Waiver on Covid-19 related products. 

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              19 Nov 2020
              Amnesty International Briefing for WTO Member States on the TRIPS Waiver Proposal

              
                Amnesty International is calling on all World Trade Organization member states to strongly support the “Waiver from certain provisions of the TRIPS Agreement for the prevention, containment and treatment of COVID-19” (Waiver Proposal) which would help to ensure that COVID-19 medical products, including safe and effective vaccines, can be manufactured quickly and made available and affordable for all.

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              15 Oct 2020
              WTO releases TRIPS Report on Covid-19

              
                WTO Information Note on the TRIPS Agreement and Covid-19

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              02 Oct 2020
              India and South Africa presents  TRIPS Waiver proposal at the WTO (The original W669 document)

              
                An effective response to the COVID-19 pandemic requires rapid access to affordable medical products including diagnostic kits, medical masks, other personal protective equipment and ventilators, as well as vaccines and medicines for the prevention and treatment of patients in dire need.

              

            

          
                
      
 

  
  
    
    
  

  
          
                  
            
              28 Sep 2022
              
                              
              Switzerland’s obligation to support a global public good approach to COVID-19 tools

              
                Shadow report submitted to the 83rd CEDAW Session on how States must apply a global public good approach with equitable access to COVID-19 tools to protect women’s right to health. 

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              28 Sep 2022
              
                              
              Belgium’s obligation to support a global public good approach to COVID-19 tools

              
                Shadow report submitted to the 83rd CEDAW Session on how States must apply a global public good approach with equitable access to COVID-19 tools to protect women’s right to health. 

              

            

          
                
          
                  
            
              19 Jan 2022
              
                              
              The impact of the EU’s opposition to the WTO TRIPS waiver

              
                Shadow report submitted to the 80th CEDAW Session regarding Sweden's extraterritorial duties on women's health.
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          Fiji Women's Rights Movement@FWRM1·

It's been confusing to live through the uncertainties of the COVID-19 pandemic. COVID infections rise due to new variants. 

Read more here:

https://www.facebook.com/FWRM1/posts/pfbid0Q7LA4UZRyNc35aM9VCF3UVNd44QYo7c1Y7QoHu14H7QpQnMAUEa7fCDo1V2VXP6Xl

#𝐂𝐎𝐕𝐈𝐃 #𝐦𝐚𝐬𝐤 #𝐯𝐚𝐜𝐜𝐢𝐧𝐞 #𝐅𝐞𝐦𝟒𝐏𝐞𝐨𝐩𝐥𝐞𝐬𝐕𝐚𝐜𝐜𝐢𝐧𝐞

@DAWNfeminist 



DAWN@DAWNfeminist·

But this can be fought back if we learn the lesson #COVID is trying to teach us. 



Unless we are equally safe, a pandemic will linger & disrupt our lives and health. 



Follow the #Fem4PeoplesVaccine for updates on the global debate about equal access to health. 



Fiji Women's Rights Movement@FWRM1·

#Fem4PeoplesVaccine 



DAWN@DAWNfeminist·

5️⃣ The pandemic made clear how failed the global financial architecture is. 



Developing countries spent 4 TIMES MORE on debt servicing than on health. 



#Fem4PeoplesVaccine



DAWN@DAWNfeminist·

"COVID-19 caused extreme & inequitable economic hardships, pressure on health systems & burden on the most vulnerable."



🗣️Gita Sen set 4 key 🔑 elements for a course correction in pandemic preparedness at the #OHCHR experts’ workshop.



Follow the 🧵1/6



#Fem4PeoplesVaccine 
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